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Mr. Rich, Field Secretary of the F. P. A. is 
starting this week on a trip to the coast and 
back which will take him through at least the 
following cities: Rochester, Cleveland, Chicago, 
St. Paul, Minneapolis, Portland, Seattle, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Denver, Kansas City, 
Omaha, Des Moines, St. Louis, Indianapolis 
and Pittsburgh. Any members who have sug- 
gestions for Mr. Rich in these cities should 
write to F. P. A. headquarters at once. 


——— 


Entered as second- 
class matter December 
3, 1921, at the Post 
Office at New York, 
N. Y., under the act 
ef March 3, 1879. 


ren 


CHINA AND AMERICA 


HE announcement from Washington 

that Secretary Kellogg, “impelled by 
humane considerations, has directed the 
American legation in Peking to suggest an 
armistice to the warring Chinese fac- 
tions” came as a distinct surprise. To be 
sure, some positive and constructive pol- 
icy in China is woefully needed, but for- 
eign proposals of armistice have a way of 
proving to be virtual intervention. Since 
General Chiang Kai-shek and his Canton- 
ese troops were on the eve of capturing the 
last stronghold of Wu Pei-fu’s army, (the 
city fell October 10), this American move 
could scarcely appear neutral. Moreover, 


_ the grounds for Secretary Kellogg’s ac- 


tion are debatable, for his order to Pe- 


_ king was crossed in transit by a report 


from Consul-General Lockhart in Han- 


_kow stating that the suffering in Wu- 
| chang had been greatly exaggerated. 


A basic fact in the matter seems to be 


_ that the events of recent weeks in China 
| have cut sharply into American interests. 


American ships of commerce and war 
have been fired upon and American 
sailors wounded, at least three American 
Missionaries have been captured by 
bandits and others, particularly at Si- 
anfu, are reported in a “‘desperate” situ- 
ation. The result has been vigorously 
increased pressure upon Washington for 
“strong’ action. Indeed, many British 
and other foreign business residents in 
China have openly rejoiced at the in- 
creased difficulties of Americans in China 
on the grounds that it will lead to a more 


“realistic” view of Chinese matters in the 
United States. They complain that the 
American Government has been the chief 
obstacle to international intervention. 
The missionaries, for the most part, 
are opposed to intervention; at the same 
time they apparently feel that after years 


sible for the present turmoil—the powers 
should realize that a continuation of their 
nineteenth century gunboat policy neither 
insures the safety of their nationals nor 
avoids that irritation which aggravates 
the danger. But the powers seem still 
to avoid the basic choice which must 
sometime be made: Either adequate force 
or adequate conciliation. 

Fortunately, there is one local ex- 
ample of conciliation to be reported: An 
agreement between the Shanghai Con- 
sular Corps and provincial Chinese of- 
ficials for returning the Shanghai Mixed 
Court to Chinese control, was announced 
September 27. Fully protecting the posi- 
tion of foreigners, the agreement also sat- 
isfies Chinese aspirations. 

A particularly significant aspect of this 
event lies in the fact that the Peking Gov- 
ernment did not officially participate in 
the negotiations, and apparently was 
merely informed of the outcome when 
the agreement was virtually a fait 
accompli. It will be important to watch 
the effect of this precedent for “direct 
negotiation” upon the diplomatic im- 
passe confronting foreign interests in 
China. 

In south China the strike which has 
lasted since June, 1925 was officially 
terminated. October 10. Apparently, 
however, this does not represent a capitu- 
lation to the powers since it has been ac- 
companied by a formal announcement to 
the local Consuls that the southern gov- 
ernment will impose additional taxes 
upon imports from October 11. This, 
of course, is specifically contrary to ex- 
isting treaties, and the openness of the 
Canton Government’s move is causing 
the powers great embarrassment. 

Much more dangerous than local diplo- 
matic problems, however, is the collapse 
of authority in China. Regrettable as 
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the recent bandit outrages have been, 
it is unfortunately probable that they 
are typical of many more to come. An 
inflamed American public opinion, in- 
dignant over irresponsible attacks upon 
Americans in China, might easily com- 
pel our Government to take unwise meas- 
ures of revenge. Intervention, however, 
would necessitate colossal expenditures 
of money and men. Hence, the reaction 
of the American public in the months 
and years ahead will reveal whether this 
country’s traditional friendship for China 
is merely superficial and sentimental, or 
whether it is sufficiently based upon true 
understanding to survive the inevitable 
shocks, and to contribute that patience 
which before everything else is essential 
to any solution of the Chinese problem. 
RAYMOND T. RICH. 


Von Seeckt’s Sacrifice 


HE resignation of General von Seeckt 

as commander-in-chief of the Ger- 
man Reichswehr was accepted on October 
8 by President von Hindenburg. 

This move is doubtless of more far- 
reaching significance than a mere disci- 
plinary measure to punish the general for 
his indiscretion in consenting to the par- 
ticipation of the eldest son of the ex-Crown 
Prince in the Reichswehr manceuvres 
without the knowledge of Minister of De- 
fense Gessler. The Cabinet of the Reich 
stood solidly behind Herr Gessler in de- 
manding that von Seeckt go and in order 
to save a ministerial crisis, von Hinden- 
burg accepted the resignation of his old 
friend and comrade-in-arms. The Ger- 
man press has been practically unanimous 
in commending von Seeckt on his splendid 
record in organizing the German Reichs- 
wehr but the Moderate and Left papers 
feel that his resignation was nevertheless 
imperative. 

The position of General von Seeckt has 
long been considered a source of danger 
by the Inter-Allied Military Control Com- 
mission. Nominally head of the Reichs- 
wehr, he was looked upon actually as chief 
of the German General Staff which was 
supposedly abolished by the Treaty of 
Versailles. Von Seeckt was largely re- 
sponsible for putting down internal dis- 
orders in the Reich and though person- 
ally monarchist in his sympathies, has 
been loyal to the Republic. His activities 
have however been the subject of numer- 
ous notes of protest to the German Gov- 
ernment by the Inter-Allied Military Con- 
trol Commission, the most recent of which 
was sent to Berlin in the middle of July 
1926. This note, coming after the fail- 
ure of the League of Nations last March 
to admit Germany to membership, raised 
a storm of protest in Germany. 


Now that the Reich has finally become 
a member of the League and the Locarno 
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treaties are in force, the passing of von 
Seeckt may be regarded as a further move 
in the conciliatory policy of Dr. Strese. 
mann. The French press chooses to look 
upon it as a significant indication of this 
fact though Berlin has officially denied it, 
The German Nationalist press is hot in its 
condemnation of the Foreign Minister for 
thus further yielding to the French, 
Whatever may be the truth in the matter, 
the fact that von Seeckt has been forced to 
resign is indicative of the internal 
strength of the German Republic and of 
its conciliatory spirit. M. S. W. 


Notes 

Acting under the terms of a treaty of 
July 7, 1911 between Japan, Great Brit- 
ain, Russia and the United States regulat- 
ing fur seal fisheries in the Behring Sea, 
Japan has recently made overtures for a 
conference of the signatories in order to 
alter certain of the provisions of the 
treaty. The question has been raised, 
however, of the implications of a confer- 
ence at which both the United States and 
the Soviet Government would be repre- 
sented. Such a conference might imply 
tacit recognition of the Soviet régime by 
the United States, an act which would be 
contrary to the avowed policy of the 
United States Government. 


A report of the Department of Com- 
merce issued on October 8 shows that 
foreign securities publicy offered in the 
United States for the last quarter 
amounted to $311,803,900—a monthly 
average in excess of $100,000,000 over a 
year. Germany leads for the quarterly 
period in the amount of public borrow- 
ings from the United States. The signi- 
ficant features of the new foreign financ- 
ing are the unusual proportion of large 
issues and the large amount of new capi- 
tal issued. The sums devoted to re-fund- 
ing were only 4.3% of the par value of 
the issues. 


The rumor of a mammoth coal agree- 
ment to include the coal producers in 
England and on the Continent has come 
from a conference that is being held in 
London between a group of prominent 
bankers and European steel and coal 
producers. Whether this is any more 
than a rumor cannot be foretold but the 
formation of the Continental Steel Trust 
gives plausibility to the suggestion. 


England, by the Very Reverend W. R. 
Inge. 1926, New York, Scribner’s. 
The “gloomy Dean” scolds with even 
more than his usual ill-humor. 


Foreign Trade and World Politics, by Her- 
bert S. Frazier. 1926, New York, 
Knopf. A well written treatment of 
the international political and economic 
relations of the United States. 
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